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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 3215 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJ: CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES PASSES FIREST HURDLE IN ABORTION LAW 
DEBATE 

REF: ROME 2891 

1 . CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES FEB. 26 REJECTED BY VOTE OF 343 TO 89 
ATTEMPT BY FAR RIGHT MSI PARTY TO DECLARE ABORTION REFORM LAW 
(REFTEL) UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 39 NON-MSI DEPUTIES (APPARENTLY 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS) SUPPORTED MSI EFFORT TO TORPEDO PENDING 
ABORTION REFORM LEGISLATION. MANY OTHER DC DEPUTIES WERE 
ABSENT AT TIME OF VOTE. DEMOCRATIC LAY PARTIES (SOCIALISTS, 

SOCIAL DEMOCRATS, REPUBLICANS AND LIBERALS) JOINED COMMUNISTS 
(PCI) AND DC IN BLOCKING MSI PROPOSAL. VOTE CLEARS THE WAY 

FOR DEBATE IN CHAMBER ON MERITS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION. 

2. CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED DC STAND AGAINST 
COMMITTEE PASSED VERSION OF ABORTION REFORM LAW. HOWEVER, 

HE STATED THAT DC WISHES TO AVOID LACERATING ABORTION REFERENDUM 
BY SEEKING TO REACH A COMPROMISE ACCORD IN THE COURSE OF PARLIA 
MENTARY DEBATE. DC THEREFORE UNWILLING TO STOP DEBATE (AND 
GUARANTEE REFERENDUM) BY TAKING POSITION THAT REFORM LEGIS- 
LATION UNDER CONSIDERATION IS UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 
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3. DEFECTIONS FROM DC RANKS ON VOTE INDICATE PROBLEM 
ABORTION QUESTION RAISES WITHIN PARTY. DC QUANDARY ACCENTUATED 
BY PREDICTABLY STRONG ANTI-ABORTION STANCE REITERATED WITH IN 
CREASING FREQUENCY BY VATICAN PRESS ORGANS.BEAUDRY 
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